Cosmetology Program at Randolph Academy

Susan Jackson always dreamed of someday wonkth children and young people.

“I have a passion for youth and wanted to Iyelpth in the community,” Ms. Jackson
explained. “I'd see broken kids and want to helge their self-esteem and make them
feel good about themselves.”

Having worked at a salon as a cosmetologistL®
years, Ms. Jackson knew her dream was right int fobn
her when Randolph Academy made the decision to
develop a cosmetology program for their students.

Now in its third year of existence, Ms. Jackswms
developed the cosmetology program into one of the
fastest-growing and most popular course offeringbe
Academy.

While many may believe cosmetology teachesigou
people to cut hair so they can give haircuts talestis
(and some staff), cutting and styling hair is jassmall
portion of what kids learn in Ms. Jackson’s classes

Students begin cosmetology by learning alibat
history of the profession, as well as what job
opportunities are available in the field.

Another area of study the students really y@od learn from is cosmetology as it
relates to the area of health and hygiene. Thesetadevote a lot of time learning about
infection control, bacteria, and viruses.

“Believe it or not, the kids really like leang about infection control,” says Ms.
Jackson. “So much of this stuff is pertinent terth) so they really get into it.”

One of the major projects the kids do durimg year is a research project on a specific
virus of their choice. They then report theg
findings to the rest of the class.

Students also learn a great deal ab
anatomy and physiology, studying vario
organs and systems of the body.

Beyond all these areas of study, though,
students also get to learn and practice
various hands-on activities involved in t
cosmetology field. These include how
shampoo; how to cape a client; and h
cutting and design. This includes differe
haircuts, permanent waving, styling of hair, as
well as men’s clipper cuts and edge-ups. Braidingj waxing techniques are also taught.

Another area of cosmetology students are ghto involves the techniques of scalp,
hand, and arm massage, as well as nail care andunesy Some of the students actually
go on visits with the class to the Randolph Margoresidential facility for senior adults)
and give some of the ladies manicures, along watidhand arm massages. Ms. Jackson
says the Manor residents absolutely love it!




Bringing all this learning together is the mle emphasis on life skills,
communication skills, and goal-setting. Students asked to write their own mission
statement at the beginning of the year, and alep lkejournal they write in and update
constantly.

“We talk a lot about attitude, values, and dy@hics,” explains Ms. Jackson. “We
also devote a lot of time on professional image &hdt's
expected in the workplace.”

Throughout the year the students compile afqlimr
which contains al their work and a lot of photodrap
Their final grade is based on this portfolio, aheéy can
take it home with them when they eventually leave.

Myia, a student in the Cosmetology progranyssd
think it's awesome!” She says before she startethée
program, she thought it was all about makeup arndgdo
hair. “It's so much more” Myia says. “It's leany about
your body, and about how you want people to see”you
She adds, “We learn about confidence, about segirads,
and how to communicate with people around you.”

What has become the highlight of the year tfoe
cosmetology program is its annual Fashion Showeséhtly preparing for their third
show, the students model various tuxedos, dressdsgup and hairstyles to the audience
of students, staff, and families.

“The Fashion Show came about by wanting téhetkids show what they've learned,
so they can feel special, and also so people gayd“‘Wow,” says Ms. Jackson.

The 2008 Fashion Show is scheduled for Thyrsé&abruary 14 at the Randolph
Central School auditorium.

One major stereotype the school's
cosmetology program has helped eliminate is
that it's just for females.

“Guys absolutely love it!” exclaims Ms.

Jackson. She describes one male student who
was resistant about taking the class initially but
wound up becoming one of their best hair
cutters/stylists. He even went so far as to wasit
barbershop and observe a professional at work,
and has expressed a desire to possibly pursue
this work as a career.

As for the future of the cosmetology progratrRandolph Academy, Ms. Jackson
would like to see it become certified so the hasttedents devote could count towards
cosmetology licensure. Certification for individsi@onsists of 1000 hours in a licensed
classroom; passing a written state exam; and, ppseing the written exam, moving on
to the practical exam, which is the actual handgpam

The other goal Ms. Jackson has, which is baiogpmplished on a daily basis by
many students, is to teach them skills they canewsey day, even if they don’t go into
the cosmetology field. Ms. Jackson sums up tha by saying, “It's not only teaching
them about hair, but helping them be successfiifienwhatever they choose to do.”



